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Application Information 
Project Lead 
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Participants: Nan Goggin, Interim Director, A+D; Alan Mette, Associate Director, A+D; David Akins, 
Facilities Director, A+D;  Kathleen Harleman, Director of KAM, Walter Wilson, Design and Installation 
Specialist, KAM; William Bullock, Professor of Industrial Design; Eric Benson, Assistant Professor of 
Graphic Design, Student Coordinator and 20 Art + Design undergraduate students. 
 
 
I. Project Description | title . GreenLink Proposal  
    Greening the Link Gallery roof and providing a rainwater   
    collection system for the roof and two gardens.  
 

Goals:   
a. Make visible the concerns and interests of FAA students and faculty in working collaboratively on 
“greening the art campus”.  
b. Implement a student-designed green roof above the Link Gallery, which is a space primarily used 
by students as exhibition space, and as a gathering and study area.  
c.  Lower the heating and cooling costs for the Link space connecting the Krannert Art Museum and 
the School of Art + Design. 
d.  Collect and store rainwater using some existing architecture to facilitate the watering of the roof 
and two gardens located on either side of the Link Gallery.   
 
Definition of sustainability + relationship to project:   
1. Meets the needs of the present without compromising future generations. 2. of, relating to, or being 
a method of harvesting or using a resource so that the resource is not depleted or permanently 
damaged. 3. of or relating to a lifestyle involving the use of sustainable methods. 
 
GreenLink is collaborative project that was first brought to my attention by two graduating seniors. 
Since that time, the Krannert Art Museum and the School of Art + Design have been working 
together with a student group headed by Eric Benson, Assistant Professor of Graphic Design, to work 
on ideas to make our two buildings green.  
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The GreenLink will be a green roof covering the Link Gallery, a glassed-in exhibition space 
connecting the Krannert Art Museum to the Art + Design building. The project will be student-driven 
as to designing and sustaining the green roof. The project includes a rainwater collection system to 
sustain the green roof as well as two existing gardens located on either side of the Link Gallery. The 
rainwater collection system will allow us to harvest a natural resource and use it effectively, thereby 
cutting our current water use. The green roof will passively help cool the glassed space in the 
summer and help insulate the roof in the winter, and will be a visible outcome of the student 
sustainability funds. 
 
Longevity and/or permanence of project results on campus:  
The anticipated minimum lifespan of the project is 20 years. The GreenGrid system carries a 20-year 
warranty, and with continued maintenance and periodic component replacement (funded by Art + 
Design), the project should be able to continue indefinitely. 

 
Location:  
The garden will be located on the roof of the Link Gallery. It is the connecting gallery space between 
the Krannert Art Museum and the School of Art + Design. The Krannert is two stories tall, A+D is 
three stories tall and the Link Gallery is one story. This location is significant because it symbolically 
and physically links our two units. It is primarily used as a space for students to exhibit work, but 
also serves as a social gathering space for student, campus, and community functions. In addition, the 
Link Gallery’s shared entrance w/ the museum means that the green roof will be visible to the 
museum’s many visitors, including local schoolchildren on class field trips. The roof of the Link can 
be easily viewed from many buildings on campus. Its highly visible location would serve as an ideal 
means of promoting the work by the Student Sustainability Committee.  

 
 
II. Budget + Fundraising   

 
Detailed Budget:    
Initial Costs: covered by the School of Art + Design and Krannert Art Museum. Original construction 
drawings rate the roof load at 25 pounds per square foot, which will support the wet weight of the 
green roof product. If the project receives preliminary approval, Art + Design will fund an analysis of 
the Link Gallery’s roof structure. 
 
1. Replacing existing Link Gallery roof surface   |  cost:  $51,900.00 
 The current roof provides sound structural base for the green roof 
 Vendor:  University of Illinois Facilities and Services  
   
2. Install modular green roof panels on the Link Roof  | cost:  $17,160.00 
 360 – 2ft. x 2ft. GreenGrid panels = 1,440 square feet 
 vendor: Weston Solutions 
  
3. Install rainwater collection system  | cost: $20,876.00 

Under the Link Gallery is a lower level that is partially above and below ground level. This space 
once held the air conditioning unit and water softener for the Krannert Art Museum and School 
of Art + Design. This space is ideal to hold the proposed rainwater collection system because of 
its partial above-ground exposure, and its availability to the two land gardens and the proposed 
roof garden.  

a. Remove defunct water softener from Link basement to free 100 square feet of space for the 
rainwater tank 
b. Purchase and install 535 gallon (48” x 78”) rainwater tank 
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c. Tie new tank into existing roof drain pipe in Link basement 
d. Install small pump and water supply lines from tank to garden 

vendor: East Central Construction/Extreme Mechanical 
 
4. Replace second floor window in A+D with hinged unit  | cost: $1,975.00 
 Provides access to Link roof from the A+D building’s second floor to install and maintain the 
green roof. 
 Vendor: Bacon and Van Buskirk 
  
 
Full Project Cost: $91,911.00 
   
   
 
 
If the student clean energy committee does not fund the full requested amount, will the project be 
able to move forward? 

 
We have been pushing forward in the hopes of working with this group. We have done substantial 
preliminary work to insure its success, in terms of needed materials, timetable, and legal and safety 
concerns. Current budget limitations at Art + Design would not allow us to pursue this project 
without the energy committee’s funding. 
 
2. Fundraising 
The School of Art + Design and the Krannert Art Museum will fund the window unit to give access 
to the Link roof, in addition to any incidental costs that will arise as the project progresses. It is hoped 
that Facilities and Services will fund all or part of the roof replacement as part of the deferred 
maintenance program. The Graphic Design program will provide signage and marketing materials 
for the project. The GreenGrid system is a do-it-yourself product, so the assembly and installation 
will require a substantial amount of ‘sweat equity’ on the part of the student group, staff, and faculty. 
The existing garden that will benefit from the rainwater collection system was planted and 
maintained by Art + Design faculty and staff, and was funded through a memorial fundraising 
campaign that was launched in 2006 and ongoing employee donations of plants, labor,  and 
materials. 

 
 
III. Project Timetable 
 
 fall 08:   feasibility, planning stage, proposal 
 spring 09:  rebuild surface of roof,  install watering system 
 summer 09:  purchase green roof materials; plant 
 fall 09:  promotion, maintenance,  class project : ARTD 299/499 sustainability 
 
 
IV. Energy, Environment, Social and Economic Impact 
 

Environmental Impact:  
At an estimated garden hose flow rate of 5 gallons/minute, 30 annual waterings of 20 minutes each 
will result in a tap water savings of 3,000 gallons/year. It may be possible to expand the collection 
and distribution capacity of the system to provide water for other landscaping nearby. 
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Economic Impact:  
While we do not predict a significant economic impact on the campus, it is anticipated that the added 
insulation provided by the green roof will help to alleviate temperature control challenges in the Link 
Gallery, without need to expand cooling system capacity. It is hoped that the enhanced insulation 
will reduce the burden on the current central air system, which is long past its expected lifespan. 
 
Social Impact: 
This area is where we anticipate the most benefit from this project. It is hoped that this will serve as 
an example of what can be accomplished at a grass roots level to help improve the campus’s 
environmental awareness. Student involvement and visibility should help to generate excitement and 
lead to more projects of this type. 

 
 
V. Outreach and Education 
 

1.  Campus Impact/Presence:  
The College of Fine and Applied Arts has made it one of their mission points for the upcoming year 
to be the “greenest unit on campus.” The students from the School of Art + Design particularly want 
to participate in making the arts green. The Link roof is a very visible location for such a project.  
 
2. Creativity/Promotional Materials:  
The student group working on this project will be working in tandem with the College’s 
sustainability group to create signage, images, and information for the community on the efforts by 
the college. At one meeting, the students expressed interest in creating award stickers for the Student 
Sustainability Committee to distribute to projects that it funds. These students have also begun a 
website that they want to connect to the school’s website to disseminate information. 
 
 
3. Education:   
The GreenLink roof will cover one of the main student exhibition spaces for Fine and Applied Arts. 
There are approximately twelve exhibitions a year in the Link Gallery. The school alone has over 650 
students that work in the building as well as approximately 1000 other students who take classes or 
participate at the events in the space. This is in addition to parents and prospective students who tour 
the buildings, community members and schoolchildren who visit the museum, and the parents and 
schoolchildren who participate in the School’s Saturday art classes. 
 
The GreenLink requires student participation in the planning, implementation and management of 
the garden as well as its care and the watering of the other two land gardens. The School has 
leveraged its curriculum to involve students in sustainability, specifically, ARTD299 and ARTD499, 
which have sections on the topic of sustainability. These courses are being taught by the Industrial 
Design program, with Professor William Bullock and Eric Benson spearheading this curriculum. It is 
primarily through these courses that students have become involved in the GreenLink initiative, 
under Professor Benson’s guidance. 
 
GreenLink will be one of the most visible elements encountered by prospective students, family 
members, or visitors coming to the school or museum. Its impact with its location across from the law 
building and near the ARC, Memorial Stadium, and the “Six Pack” residence halls makes it a 
prominent symbol for how older buildings can become greener. It makes visible the committee’s 
commitment, as well as our own, to sustainability, it will attract students to our school, facilities, and 
campus, and it will serve as a model for how sustainability and public engagement can complement 
one another. 
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4. Likelihood for Success: 
The School of Art + Design is in the midst of a multiyear facilities modernization process. We have 
completed a large move and upgrade of studios and classrooms to Flagg Hall, classroom technology 
upgrades, 3D output laboratory installation, and a computer laboratory and digital printing 
expansion. A substantial darkroom reconfiguration and renovation project is due to be completed for 
Fall 2009. The garden that will be watered by the rainwater system has been a great success. We 
consider this project to be a part of our continuing efforts to improve the student experience, and are 
we quite certain that it will succeed. 

 
Attachments:   

a. Roof resurface quote 
b. Rainwater collection system quote 
c. Window replacement quote 
d. GreenGrid pricing 
e. GreenGrid product information 
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