Progress Report

A Student Farm at the University of Illinois

Bruce Branham

Farm Director

Spring Semester Report

Introduction


Funding was received in early February to begin the Student Farm at the University of Illinois.  The first quarter has been busy and much progress has been made.  The relatively mild weather has permitted us to begin growing our first crops at this early date.  Below are the significant milestones for the project.

1) Hired Zachary Grant, a recent MS graduate in horticultural food crops, to be the student farm manager.

2) Developed a plan for cropping systems for the 2009 growing season. We will plant a total of 2 acres this spring.  

3) Ordered all the seed and materials for planting the 2009 crop.

4) Ordered various hand and power tools needed for this growing season and beyond.

5) Hired two student interns, Lauren Williams and Carissa Graham, to work on the farm this summer.

Progress


We are planning on planting a total of 2 acres this spring and have made very good progress. Salad greens, which are a cool-season crop, have already been planted.  Since these mature quickly, we will continue to plant small amounts of these until April 15 to be harvested and utilized through May 16th, when the semester ends and dining services is essentially closed.


Our summer crops, tomatoes, bell peppers, melons, zucchini, etc. will be planted beginning approximately May 15th.  We anticipate that our crew of three will be able to handle all of the care and maintenance of the crops during the summer.  Extra labor will be needed at harvest.  We intend to recruit undergraduates as they return to campus in August to help with the brunt of the harvest. 


We are meeting regularly with U of I dining services to work on the logistics of the harvest, delivery, and storage.  The cooperation from dining services has so far been excellent. 

We have a formed a committee that includes two student members, one from Students for Environmental Concerns, to serve as a governing board of the farm.  The committee meets monthly to assure that good progress is being made.  

The farm manager is organizing a trip at the end of April to visit a student farm at Michigan State University that has been in operation for over five years.  This will provide a chance to learn from a group that has gone through some of the same growing pains we will undoubtedly experience.  

The student farm will be permanently located at the new Pomology research center at the southeast corner of Lincoln and Windsor Avenues.  The new farm is being relocated from its former site at the corner of Philo and Windsor, and the new farm is not yet fully operational.  There is only limited power and water at the site, and a building for storage, processing, handling, etc. is not yet built.  We expect construction of the new building to start in mid-June with completion expected by early 2010, so that our second growing season will have a fully functional farm.  While we are working around any obstacles this will present, it will add some challenges for this summer.  Our biggest challenge is having a supply of water for irrigation and other uses.  We have a work around to use until our irrigation system is fully functional (early August).  


To date, we are on target for all of our timelines.  Below is an itemization of spending to date.  

Expenditures through 4/9

Salary for farm manager .......



$6,827.05

Seed 






  2,760.24

Fertilizer, implements, and tools


   1212.45



Total Expenditures

          $10,799.74

