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The Urban Town Gown District is identified in the University of Illinois Campus Landscape Master 
Plan as a priority for future sustainable landscape and green infrastructure improvements. 
Located at the intersection of campus and the City of Champaign, this district serves as a 
bridge between the university and the broader community. It is characterized by extensive 
impervious surfaces that contribute to high stormwater runoff volumes that pose challenges 
to the existing stormwater infrastructure.

Slow the Flow is a vision for re-imagining these spaces by introducing nature-based, site-
specific adaptations to capture water at its “source” and reduce runoff speed and volume. 
It addresses high pollutant loads by reducing impervious surface and retaining runoff in 
bioretention features. The project provides a vision for enhanced functionality and aesthetics, 
while improving access and opportunities for community gatherings.

Site Context Proposed Site PlanDesign Strategies and Opportunities
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Porous Asphalt Detail

Section Through Sixth & Chalmers facing South Registration #57 

Total area 
Permeable 

Parking Spot

34,400 sq ft

Total area
Permeable 

Paver Pedestrian

3,395 sq ft

Total Roof area
Disconnected

18,475 sq ft

Total area 
Vegetated Swale

47,465 sq ft

Total area
Rain Garden

11,615 sq ft

Proposed designs for the 
Urban Town Gown District 
improve the appeal and 
vibrancy of the area while 
creating new social spaces 
for residents and visitors to 
the District. They also provide 
a range of ecological benefits, 
focusing on improvements to 
the storm water management 
infrastructure. The proposed 
design increases the total 
amount of water infiltrated  
by upto 195%, reducing the  
amount of water entering the 
storm sewer network. 
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             Washoff
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New green infrastructure 
provides an additional 29,950 
CF of rain water storage, 
which exceeds the Campus 
Landscape Master Plan’s 
identified opportunity for 
an additional 9600 CF of 
storage. The proposed design 
could also reduce as much 
as 51% of total nitrogen, 73% 
of total phosphorus and 58% 
of total suspended solids 
entering the storm network, 
potentially improving overall 
water quality in Boneyard 
Creek.

Permeable Paver Detail

Rain Garden Detail

Total area 
Permeable Asphalt

49,235 sq ft

Flow of water between the sidewalk  
to swale and the underground system
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Section Through Sixth & Chalmers facing North

Section Through The Proposed Park in Daniel Street

Section Through Daniel Street




