
 
 
May 6th, 2010 
 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 
Student Sustainability Committee 
 
Re: Request for funding from the UIUC Sustainability / Clean Energy Technology Fees 
Project: Business Instructional Facility Prairie Garden 
Applicant: Tracy McCabe  
 
Dear Tracy: 
 
On behalf of the Student Sustainability Committee for the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, I would 
like to thank you for responding to our call for proposals to use funds raised by the student Clean Energy 
Technology and Sustainability Fees to implement a project that improves the sustainability of our campus.  Each 
proposal was evaluated based on its sustainability impact (i.e. energy or sustainability impact, campus presence, 
project longevity, and budget) and broader impact (i.e. education and creativity). 
 
The Committee is pleased to inform you that we are recommending to the Office of Sustainability that your 
project (to create a Prairie Garden with sustainable, native botanicals in the courtyard of the Business Instructional 
Facility) receive $10,000 in funding, with the following requirements: 1) that the College of Business will take 
responsibility for continued maintenance to ensure the success of the project, 2) That if the project is inadequately 
maintained and the restoration effort is abandoned in the next five years, resulting in replacement by turf grass, 
pavement, a flower bed, etc, then the Committee is allowed to seek repayment of the grant; however, repayment 
will not be sought due to other maintenance practices, species diversity, or aesthetics, 3) That Grounds personnel 
responsible for the maintenance of this restoration receive training to learn to properly care for the landscape; if 
needed up to $2,000 of this grant may be used for this purpose, 4) That prominent signage will provide both 
educational information about the sustainable choices made in planting and acknowledge the Committee’s support 
of the project, 5) That opportunities to reduce costs through bids and use of volunteers will be pursued, and any 
resulting cost reductions lowering the project cost to less than $20,000 will be passed along as savings shared 
equally by the Committee and the College of Business, 6) That approval of the planting plan, supplier bids, and 
formation of an implementation team is achieved by September 1st, 2010 to prepare for installation of the garden 
and signage in Fall 2010, and 7) That all funds provided by the SSC for be expended by November 30th, 2010 and 
that a final report of all work completed and accounting of funds spent be provided to us by December 31st, 2011. 
If you have any questions regarding these requirements, please contact us at sustainability-committee@uiuc.edu  
 
The Committee will contact you when the Office of Sustainability officially approves this project.  At that point, 
we will discuss the Committee’s protocol for financial and progress management to complete this project, and 
make arrangements for transfer of funds. As previously discussed, semesterly updates and account statements 
describing how funds are being used will be required in addition to a final report on project completion. 
 
Again, thank you for your interest in improving the sustainability of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. We look forward to working with you in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Suhail F. Barot 
UIUC Student Sustainability Committee, Chair 
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