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realize the bigger picture. This includes recycling and campus sustainability as a

whole.

Various sustainability strategies have been implemented on campus, including using S ponsored

solar energy and promoting biking. As a gold-level sustainability campus, the (h ttps: // dallyI"Inl com /sponsorec

University follows sustainability plans which were first established in 2010, known as
the Illinois Climate Action Plan. list)
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Goals such as becoming a carbon-neutral campus are established by iCAP and

implemented throughout various departments on campus as well as various
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committees, which include both students and faculty.

“My perspective on sustainability is we have to support human development with

infrastructure development,” Ximing Cai, associate director for the Institute for

Sustainability, Energy and Environment said. “Meanwhile, we really want to reduce DI Social
the interference with the environment and to use the resources more efficiently,” Cai

said. MAY 29
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Cai added that the goal of sustainability is to leave future generations with more

opportunities and fewer problems. m Daily Illini Ads

Research and education are an important part of sustainability on campus. Cai said ) )
Not getting results by yourself? Post your ads with

that the University wants students to leave with an understanding of how @TheDailylllini to get results. Call us at 217-337-8382
or email sales@illinimedia.com

sustainability efforts, such as renewable energy, work.
ustainability u A% gy, Wi PR

Morgan White, the associate director at Facilities and Services for Sustainability, said VIAY 26

that the idea of sustainability on college campuses arose from higher education % f W G+
officials who realized that although universities do not cause as much environmental

damage as manufacturing plants or power companies, they still had reasons for Krannert Center

implementing sustainable practices.
It's beginning to look like an anniversary . .

“Really, it’s about finding solutions, using the resources here that can be ... instagram.com/p/BjX8yBOASHI/...
implemented and trying to spread that awareness not only to neighbor organizations, a3 %

but also to the students and instill in our graduates the understanding of how this is Ay 26

important,” White said. % f W G+

White said she hopes University graduates who go all over the world will be able to - _ .
use their sustainability knowledge to make global differences. >

Sustainability efforts on campus are extensive and happen daily. iCAP includes
multiple objectives specifically focusing on aspects of sustainability implementation D ai|y Newsletter

such as water management, transportation, agricultural and land use, carbon offset . .
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and waste and recycling. easy-to-digest roundup
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Objectives are supported by SWAT (Sustainable Working and Advisory) Teams and more.

which are made of two students, two faculty and two staff members. Teams work

weekly to create recommendations which go to higher sustainability committees on

campus.
SUBSCRIBE

SWATeams are not the only way for students to get involved in sustainability on (https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?

campus. The Student Sustainability Committee works with SWATeams but allocates  lIr=6erf57cab&p=0i&m=1102630274205&sit=rgkiujjeb&f=22b
. . 5170-4ca0-9b77-0a9c16ccaf75)

money to various projects.

Nick Heyek, junior in Engineering and the chair of SSC, said the committee receives

applications for funding from students, faculty and staff but they normally prioritize Social Media

student applications in order to allocate over $1.1 million annually. 0 (https://facebook.comithedailyilini) Q

“Our funding comes from two annual student fees, which total to just over $14 per
. . X (https://twitter.com/thedailyillini)
student,” Heyek said. “Specifically, the fees are the Sustainable Campus
Environmental Fee and the Cleaner Energies Technology Fee.” ) R 0
(https://instagram.com/thedailyillini)

(https://snapchat.com/add/thedailyillini)

Projects that fall under iCAP initiatives, funded by the SSC, include the campus solar
farm, Illini Solar Car, the Sustainable Student Farm and the Illinois Biodiesel



Initiative. (https://youtube.com/thedailyillini)

White said that other than SSC, there are multiple RSOs and volunteer opportunities
that students can participate in to make an impact on campus sustainability. Bike
Month events, Illini Lights Out and Red Bison all work on various sustainability
initiatives around campus and are open for students to join. To promote education,

there is also a Sustainability minor open to undergraduate students.

White said that implementing sustainability on a large campus can be difficult
because of the de-centralization that occurs from the various University
departments. Campus-wide policies are difficult to create and implement, but

sustainability groups are hoping to have one made.

“I want people across campus to be aware of what we’re doing with sustainability. We
get at least 10,000 new people every year. How do we get people to know about it

(sustainability) and to recognize it?” White said.

The University has received multiple awards acknowledging its sustainability efforts.
Awards include being gold-level sustainable, an EPA Green Power Partner, a bicycle-

friendly designation and a tree campus designation.

Implementing sustainability on campus has a positive impact on students, who have

more learning opportunities and the community as a whole.

“The world faces very serious challenges in the way of sustainability, and the world
will have to evolve in many ways to address those challenges. Furthermore, graduates
of this university hold leadership positions in countless fields all around the world,”
Heyek wrote. “By making sustainability a part of students’ experience at this school,
it may be considered in the influential decisions that they make in their professional

life. In this way, the University can foster long-term change.”

meganmb2@dailyillini.com

Leave a Comment

The Daily Illini (https://dailyillini.com)

(https://dailyillini.com/feed/rss/) (https://www.youtube.com/thedailyillini) (soundcloud.com/thedailyillini) (https://www.instagram.com/thedailyillini) You
(https://twitter.com/thedailyillini) (https://www.facebook.com/thedailyillini) f y . il ﬁ

The independent student newspaper at the University of Illinois since 1871

About Sections Subscribe Illini Media Company
(https://dailyillini.com/about/) News (https: /dailyillini.com/news/) (https://dailyillini.com/subscribe/) (http://illinimedia.com)

Staff (https://dailyillini.com/staff/) Sports (https://dailyillini.com/sports/) Facebook The Daily lllini (https://dailyillini.com)
Apply (https://dailyillini.com/apply) Opinions (https://dailyillini.com/opinions/) (http://facebook.com/thedailyillini) Buzz Magazine (http://readbuzz.com)
Submit a Tip Life & Culture Twitter (http://twitter.com/thedailyillini) WPGU 1071 (http://wpgu.com,)
(https://dailyillini.com/submit-a-tip/) (https://dailyillini.com/features/) Instagram llio Yearbook (http:/illioyearbook.com,)

(http://instagram.com/thedailyillini)
Longform (http://longform.dailyillini.com) Donate (http://illinimedia.org)



Corrections Policy
(https://dailyillini.com/corrections-policy/)

Terms of Use (https://dailyillini.com/terms-
of-use/)

Ethics Code (https://dailyillini.com/ethics-
code/)

Archives (http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-
bin/illinois?a=cl&cl=CL1&sp=DIL)

Advertise
(http://illinimedia.org/index.php/advertise/)

Contact (https://dailyillini.com/contact/)

Special Sections Snapchat
(http:. da”y;“ill].b\)lll D}JCL;d: sections/> \h‘ttp. DIId}JL:Idt.LUIII Clele chda”y”“lli/
Salary Guide Newsletter

(http://salaryguide.dailyillini.com/)

Classifieds
(https://dailyillini.com/classifieds/)

(https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?

v=00TpRmNkNNhb38IjRQ6TdJ-

hvO4Xz9c5eZVBOYUCXy1D0j2_PNu49db04bojh3LcE-
DFxFjD4T86Qgqo73yYASvOODG7ebzmOAR2eINUSM2Er8HGQILvwQ9LenvRCdrDSz3VCF1IOcDr
OWS5je_s_vV00zQ3fivIFnYI1cC5cVS-

E%3D)

Paper
(https://dailyillini.com/subscribe/paper/)

The Daily Illini (https://dailyillini.com) « © 2018 The Daily Illini ¢ Privacy Policy (https://dailyillini.com/privacy-policy/) * FLEX WordPress Theme
(https://snosites.com/why-sno/) by SNO (http://snosites.com) ¢ Log in (https://dailyillini.com/wp-login.php)

https://dailyillini.com/features/2018/04/03/future-of-sustainability-on-campus-appears-positive/ 4/4



