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You may have heard that Chinese automakers are coming to the U.S. soon. In reality, they’re already been

here for years, in the form of mini-trucks. The trucks are part of a growing trend of people using on public

roads vehicles that are not deemed safe for public roads, sparking controversy and concern.

You might be tempted to call them glorified golf carts, but with a full cabin, air conditioning and heat, the

mini-trucks are more modern car than novelty; they’re a common sight in Japan. Some 2,000 to 3,000 of

these vehicles are sold each year to government agencies, schools, resorts and other commercial

enterprises. Now, there’s even a growing consumer base. It’s that consumer group that has Eric Baron,

CEO of Mag International, thinking the industry could exceed more than 5,000 vehicle sales in the next

couple of years.

“I get a lot of calls from people wanting to buy them, or from people who have bought black-market ones

from Japan looking for parts,” Baron said.

The mini-trucks — mainly vans and trucks — cost between $9,500 and $13,000, and some models get

more than 30 mpg, uno�icially. The EPA doesn’t test their fuel economy.

While they aren’t built for highway speeds, these Chinese o�road vehicles (meaning ones that aren’t

street legal, not ones meant for rock climbing) go by many names: White trucks, K-trucks, mini-trucks

and low-speed-vehicles.

Pete Varney, associate director of garage and car pool at the University of Illinois, is a recent convert to

these vehicles. In 2007, he purchased eight for testing to see if the Chinese cars could withstand the

hardships of near-continuous use in Champaign’s di�icult winters and steamy summers. Varney said that

so far he’s had a positive experience.

“These trucks can carry a ton of stu�,” he said.

According to Varney, the mini-trucks are getting 30  mpg or more, and have had relatively low

maintenance costs so far. The university has more than 500 cars, trucks and SUVs in its fleet, and it’s

looking to replace some of those with more fuel-e�icient alternatives.

Mag-International, Vantage International and Tiger Trucks are the “Big Three” for Chinese mini-trucks.

Each company gets its vehicles from a di�erent Chinese automaker: Mag from Harbin Hafei Motor,

Vantage from FAW Group, and Tiger from ChangAn Automobile Group.

With gas prices on the rise, consumers might be tempted to buy one of these trucks, but they’re not

street-legal everywhere. Baron said if consumers living in urban areas with low speed limits find these

cars to be safe, they should go for it — but be sure to look into your city and state ordinances before

buying one.
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Organizations like the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety have taken notice of the rise of mini-trucks,

and they are concerned. IIHS’ director of media relations, Russ Rader, said IIHS will continue to follow the

situation and, if need be, petition the government to enforce proper safety standards on low-speed

vehicles.

“What’s happening here is an attempt to carve out a class of vehicles where 40 years of passenger safety

standards just don’t apply,” Rader said.

In the future, mini-trucks might have to pass more stringent safety standards, but doing so would most

likely increase the weight and cost of these vehicles, reducing their popularity.

Share

Email Colin

Stay in the Know

Email

 Send Me the Latest!

Top Stories
As New-Car Inventory Shrinks, What’s Le� on Dealer Lots to Buy?

What Is a Fleet Vehicle, and Should I Buy One?

10 Biggest News Stories of the Month: Jeep Easter Eggs, Cheapest New Cars Foil Ford
F-150

https://facebook.com/share.php?&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cars.com%2Farticles%2Fchinese-part-of-mini-truck-mania-1420663272884%2F%3F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cars.com%2Farticles%2Fchinese-part-of-mini-truck-mania-1420663272884%2F%3Faff%3Dtwsharing&text=Chinese%20Part%20of%20Mini-Truck%20Mania%20%7C%20News%20%7C%20Cars.com&via=carsdotcom
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cars.com%2Farticles%2Fchinese-part-of-mini-truck-mania-1420663272884%2F%3Faff%3Dpnsharing&media=https://res.cloudinary.com/cars-com-mkt/image/upload/v1488230001/social-share-image-1200x627_vgxbuv.jpg&description=Chinese%20Part%20of%20Mini-Truck%20Mania%20%7C%20News%20%7C%20Cars.com
mailto:Editor@cars.com
https://www.cars.com/articles/as-new-car-inventory-shrinks-whats-left-on-dealer-lots-to-buy-422507/
https://www.cars.com/articles/what-is-a-fleet-vehicle-and-should-i-buy-one-422490/
https://www.cars.com/articles/10-biggest-news-stories-of-the-month-jeep-easter-eggs-cheapest-new-cars-foil-ford-f-150-422456/


6/8/2020 Chinese Part of Mini-Truck Mania | News | Cars.com

https://www.cars.com/articles/chinese-part-of-mini-truck-mania-1420663272884/ 4/5

04

01

02

2020 Ford Escape Plug-In Hybrid: Best-in-Class Equivalent Fuel Economy, Decent EV
Driving Range

Start Shopping
Find cars for sale near you

Research All Cars

Compare Vehicles

Recent Stories
2020 Dodge Challenger Goes ‘Gold School’ for Golden Anniversary

2020 BMW X1: 6 Pros and 5 Cons

Cars.com Buying Guide: How to Buy a Car

https://www.cars.com/articles/2020-ford-escape-plug-in-hybrid-best-in-class-equivalent-fuel-economy-decent-ev-driving-range-422504/
https://www.cars.com/shopping/
https://www.cars.com/research/
https://www.cars.com/research/compare/
https://www.cars.com/articles/2020-dodge-challenger-goes-gold-school-for-golden-anniversary-422553/
https://www.cars.com/articles/2020-bmw-x1-6-pros-and-5-cons-422545/
https://www.cars.com/articles/cars-com-buying-guide-how-to-buy-a-car-422517/


6/8/2020 Chinese Part of Mini-Truck Mania | News | Cars.com

https://www.cars.com/articles/chinese-part-of-mini-truck-mania-1420663272884/ 5/5

04
03

Our Company

About Cars.com

Investor Relations

Contact Cars.com

Mobile Apps

Site Map

Careers

Fraud Awareness

Licensing & Reprints

Buying & Selling

Find a Car

Certified Pre-Owned

Sell Your Car

Car Book Values

Car Dealers

Compare Car Prices

Listings by City

Our Partners

Auto.com

NewCars.com

Dealerships Prepare to Welcome Back Car Shoppers Post-Coronavirus Lockdown

More From Cars.com

2021 Toyota Supra: 7 Things We Like
(and 5 Not So Much)

The Lexus IS’ Back for 2021

10 Biggest Coronavirus Advice Stories
for Car Shoppers and Owners

Terms of Service Privacy Statement California Privacy Notice Ad Choices [+] Feedback

© 2020 Cars.com. All rights reserved.

https://www.cars.com/about/
https://investor.cars.com/overview/default.aspx
https://www.cars.com/contact/
https://www.cars.com/mobile/
https://www.cars.com/sitemap/
https://www.cars.com/careers/
https://www.cars.com/fraud-awareness/
https://wrightsmedia.com/sites/cars/
https://www.cars.com/shopping/
https://www.cars.com/cpo/
https://www.cars.com/sell/
https://www.cars.com/sell/book-value/
https://www.cars.com/dealers/buy/
https://www.cars.com/price/
https://www.cars.com/sitemap/city-listings/
https://www.auto.com/
https://www.newcars.com/
https://twitter.com/carsdotcom/
https://www.facebook.com/CarsDotCom/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Carscom/
https://www.instagram.com/carsdotcom/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cars-com
https://www.cars.com/articles/dealerships-prepare-to-welcome-back-car-shoppers-post-coronavirus-lockdown-422046/
https://www.cars.com/articles/2021-toyota-supra-7-things-we-like-and-5-not-so-much-422297/
https://www.cars.com/articles/lexus-to-debut-new-2021-is-next-week-422378/
https://www.cars.com/articles/10-biggest-coronavirus-advice-stories-for-car-shoppers-and-owners-422380/
https://www.cars.com/about/terms/
https://www.cars.com/about/privacy/
https://www.cars.com/about/ccpa-privacy-notice/
https://www.cars.com/about/ad-choices/
https://www.cars.com/contact

