
Zero Waste Sustainability Working Advisory Team

Date: January 27, 2022
Location: https://illinois.zoom.us/j/85992631331?pwd=TDFCMmFReE9ydlh1QUU5dUZJUjk5QT09
Time: 2-3pm

Attendees: Tim Stark (faculty), Alexa Smith (student), Jenna Schaefer (student), Avery Maloto (staff), Sydney Trimble (student), Aaron Finder (staff), Yuanhui Zhang (faculty), Shawn Patterson (staff)

Absentees: Clara Bosak-Schroeder (faculty), Sarah Shoaff (student), Mike Olinger (staff), Tim Knox (staff)

Agenda:
1. Review Recommendations from 2021
a. Water Bottle Survey Recommendation: https://uofi.app.box.com/integrations/officeonline/openOfficeOnline?fileId=883799095594&sharedAccessCode=
b. Water Filter System Tracking: https://uofi.app.box.com/integrations/officeonline/openOfficeOnline?fileId=884591439599&sharedAccessCode= 
c. Finish up comments
2. Meeting Presentation:   https://uofi.app.box.com/integrations/officeonline/openOfficeOnline?fileId=899218827627&sharedAccessCode= 
a. Research to Reduce Consumer Food Waste in the United States Request for Applications (RFA): https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/research-reduce-consumer-food-waste-united-states-request-applications-rfa
3. Updates on Past Recommendations
a. Update on Food Literacy Project--Mike
b. Adopt-a-Highway/iCAP Cleanup Program 
c. Composting Program Partnership with Urban Canopy 
d. Create opportunities for students to utilize Grind2Energy enabled facilities--Mike
e. Digital Booklet Review--Aaron
f. Sustainable Procurement Report Framework--Aaron 
4. Current Recommendation Assignment Sheet
a. SWATeam Current Status (Rolling): https://uofi.app.box.com/file/752439100944?s=oaknd7g1mj3id3vtbqiar0tpfribowsv 
b. Current Recommendation Assignments (Rolling): https://uofi.app.box.com/integrations/officeonline/openOfficeOnline?fileId=910108461755&sharedAccessCode= 

Meeting Notes:
· Adopt-a-Highway
· AF: Purchasing office currently participates in an Adopt-a-highway program, and it requires about 20-25 individuals to participate in clean up days. This would be a concern if the ZW Team were to adopt one on its own.
· Possible Partners:
· City of Champaign
· Other iCAP Teams 
· SSC/SSLC/Student Organizations
· JS: Working with RSOs would be great, but it could be a concern getting students to the sites, depending on which highway we adopt.
· Other alternatives: 
· TS: Scott Park would be an ideal location for students, especially if we were to partner with the City of Champaign.
· ST: Adopt-a-drain program. 
· Moving forward:
· ST will investigate further into this recommendation, focusing on:
· Which stretch of highway should be adopted?
· What partners would be best to adopt with?
· Should we pursue an Adopt-a-highway or an adopt-a-drain program?
· Food Literacy Project
· TS: In the past, discussion revolved around including a QR code next to trays of food in the dining hall. This could also be measured alongside food waste.
· Moving forward:
· Converse with Mike Olinger about the feasibility of this program, challenges faced, etc. 
· Urban Canopy:
· JS: Has been working with Meredith Moore on various composting projects. There is currently a compost bin at NSRC, and there are many other composting projects going on around campus.
· AF: Creating a composting Committee could be a great way to connect composting stakeholders around campus.
· Vision for committee: a long-term committee that tracks, monitors and works to expand composting efforts on campus
· Possible members of composting committee:
· ISEE Representatives
· Meredith Moore
· Jenna Schaefer
· Emily Dickett
· Claire Keating
· University Dining representatives
· RSOs
· Student Sustainable Farm
· SSLC organizations
· F&S
· Sarthak Prasad
· NCSA
· Faculty
· Neslihan Akdeniz
· Moving forward: 
· AS will draft a formal list of campus composting stakeholders around campus to be included in this committee and work on drafting recommendation’
· P Card Training:
· AF: Currently working on drafting a policy for an environmentally preferable procurement guide for Business Managers Group (BMG). Plan is to draft policy within the Purchasing Office and then share with sustainability stakeholders on campus to deduce what will be considered an environmentally preferred product.
· Goal: Launch procurement program in April or May
· Sustainable Receipt Options:
· AF: Many locations already offer email receipts. 
· The main campus facilities hosting vendors include the Illini Union and the SDRP. 
· Moving forward:
· Discuss with Mike regarding challenges that could be faced from a University Dining perspective.
· AS will reach out to Becky Salzman from Illini Union
· Additional Updates:
· AF will be meeting with NERC to discuss level of membership next month

Action Items: 
· Fill out when2meet to schedule recurring meetings
· Complete assigned research from January 27 meeting
