
REIMAGINE OUR FUTURE
International Sustainability Competition

How will you reimagine our future?

Your idea could be WORTH $2000 to you  a n d  h a ve  a n  im p a c t on  th e  fu tu re !
https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/


The Challenge & Your Mission

The global sustainability crisis consists of 

many interrelated challenges: 

❖ Global climate change 
❖ Persistent poverty 
❖ Food and water insecurity 
❖ Lack of quality education 
❖ Social inequities 
❖ Loss of biodiversity

Mission: Develop, alone or in a team, a bold and innovative plan or 
solution that promotes one or more of the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs).



Step 1: Registration

1. Identify a local or global problem that you 
aim to address and consider its 
connections to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

2. Chat with your friends and classmates. 
You are welcome to work as a team or as 
an individual.

3. If you are in need of a team, you may post 
on the Discussion Board to find 
teammates with complementary interests 
and expertises.

4. Do preliminary research.

5. Register for the competition before 
September 19, 2022 at 11:59 PM (CST) https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/registration/

https://sdg.data.gov/

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/registration/


Step 2: Seek the Advice of a Specialist

6. Analyze social, technological, economic, environmental, and political aspects 
of both the problem and your solution wherever it is relevant.

7. It is required for entrants to seek the advice of a specialist regarding your 
ideas. We have provided a list of specialists on our webpage or you can find 
your own specialist. Submit a short description of your meeting with a 
specialist by October 14, 2022 at 11:59 PM (CST) .



Step 3: The Fact Sheet

8. You must submit your ideas in a short fact sheet before November 21, 
2022 at 11:59 PM (CST) .

9. Your fact sheet must consist of no more than 1000 words and typically 1-3 
pages long. All excellent fact sheets will be widely publicized after the 
competition.

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/fact-sheet-requirements/

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/fact-sheet-requirements/


Step 4: Finalist Presentations

10. A team of judges will assess your entry and select 10 to 12 finalists 
(announced November 25).

11. The finalists will be asked to produce a 3 -minute video that captures their 
idea(s) or solution. Videos must be uploaded on the competition webpage by 
November 29, 2022 .

12. The Awards Ceremony will be held online and at the Siebel Center for 
Design on December 3, 2022 . 

13. The winners will present their videos at the prestigious World 
Sustainability Teach-in Day on December 7, 2022 : https://esssr.eu/wsdtid/

https://esssr.eu/wsdtid/


Eligibility & Prizes
❖ Must be a full -time undergraduate student at a participating university in or 

outside the US;

❖ May participate alone or (preferably) in a team of your own selection. There is 
no maximum number of teammates. It is however strongly encouraged that 
team members should be from different disciplines (e.g., biology, history, and 
computer science)

Based on sponsor support, other awards in the form of internships, among others, could be awarded.

Participants will improve their career prospects by interacting with sustainability professionals in 
industry, consulting firms, government, or academia.

One (1) Top Prize:

$2000

Two (2) Second Prizes:

$1000

Three (3) Third Prizes: 

$500

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/competition -guide/

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/competition-guide/


Important Dates

Registration: 
September 19, 2022 
at 11:59 CST

Seek the Advice of a 
Specialist: October 

14, 2022 at 11:59 CST

Submit a Fact Sheet:
November 21, 2022 

at 11:59 CST

Finalists Notified: 
November 25, 2022

Finalists Record 
Presentations:

November 28 -29

Awards Ceremony: 
December 3, 2022

Winners Presentation to 
World Sustainable 

Development Teach -In 
Day: December 7, 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Previous 
W in n ers

1. Overall Winner: Team 19, 
Jamie Lee and Semi Shin, 
“Sustainable Cement”

1. Runner -up: Team 45, Advay 
Sudarshan, Aryan Panigrahi, and 
Yuge Ji, “An Energy-Efficient Cooling 
System for Future Data Centers”

1. Third Place: Team 37, Sakshi Vaya, 
“Education X”





We hope to see your submission!
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