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Environmental Injustice 
Examples:

Mountain Top Removal,
Elk River Chemical Spill 2014



Environmental Justice
Elk River Chemical Spill West Virginia 
2014



EJ Definitions –US EPA
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice

• Environmental justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect to the 
development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies. This goal will be achieved when everyone enjoys:

 The same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards, and

 Equal access to the decision-making process to have a healthy environment in 
which to live, learn, and work.



EJ further defined by the US EPA
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice

• Environmental justice (EJ) is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, 
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies.

• Fair treatment means no group of people should bear a disproportionate share of the 
negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, governmental and 
commercial operations or policies.

• Meaningful involvement means:

• People have an opportunity to participate in decisions about activities that may affect their 
environment and/or health;

• The public's contribution can influence the regulatory agency's decision;

• Community concerns will be considered in the decision making process; and

• Decision makers will seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected.



Local EJ Issue: Asphalt Plant in Urbana Neighborhood

• EPA sent a note to city official in Urbana when the asphalt plant in East 
Urbana applied for a permit.

• East Urbana is in a designated Environmental Justice Zone

• Urbana held a meeting with the EPA & Asphalt Plant. 



Local EJ Issue: Coal Ash polluting Vermillion River
https://ecojusticecollaborative.org/why-the-middle-fork/

Dynagy to remove 3.3 Million Cubic 
Yards of coal ash along the Vermillion 
River. Took years of community 
organizing, tons of meetings. 
Tenacity. Buckets of public input. 300 
people at a public 
hearing. Petitions. Pressure on the 
state legislature to protect the 
river. And more.

https://ecojusticecollaborative.org/why-the-middle-fork/


iCAP 2020 and 
Campus Sustainability

Happy Earth Month!



Institute for Sustainability, Energy, and Environment | sustainability.illinois.edu

Actionable research Campus sustainability Education & outreach

The Institute for Sustainability, Energy, and Environment (iSEE): 
actionable research, campus sustainability, education & outreach

sustainability.illinois.edu

The overarching goal: To become a global model of sustainability by creating 

effective, positive change. Also, to become the “front porch” for all sorts of sustainability 

resources for campus and community members.

http://sustainability.illinois.edu/


Inspiration • Innovation • Leadership • Perseverance • Agility

Facilities & Services (F&S) provides all physical plant, operational, and essential services 

for sustaining an environment that fosters the research, teaching, and public engagement 

activities at Illinois. 

• Transportation Demand Management

• Resilient Grounds and Landscapes

• Zero Waste and Recycling

• Renewable Energy

• Energy and Water Conservation

• LEED Certifications

• Green Stormwater Infrastructure

• Sustainability Education and Behavior Change



Resilience

8.1 Urban Biodiversity Master Plan – Extension w/F&S

8.2 Coordinated Rainwater Management – F&S w/Extension

8.3 Environmental Justice Plan - iSEE

8.4 Local Sustainability Issues - iSEE

8.5 Inventory Green Jobs - iSEE

8.6 Vision Zero – F&S

8.7 Local Offsets Program - iSEE



What is campus doing?



Climate Leadership Commitments

• Signed by 500+ leading American higher education 

presidents and chancellors

• 2008: signed the Carbon Commitment, pledging to 

be carbon neutral as soon as possible and no later 

than 2050

• 2016: signed the Resilience Commitment, pledging 

to build resilience to climate change with our local 

community



Message from the Chancellor

“Our hope is that this spirit of environmental stewardship 
permeates campus on administrative and individual scales…I 
am confident that all of us at the university will join together 
with the shared commitment it will take to make the 
ambitious goals of this plan a real and sustainable future 
here at Illinois.” 

Robert J. Jones
Chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 



Illinois Climate Action Plan (iCAP) 2020
• The iCAP is our strategic plan for meeting the 

Climate Leadership Commitments

• SMART objectives for each theme, tracked on iCAP 
Portal (http://icap.sustainability.illinois.edu)

http://icap.sustainability.illinois.edu/


Total Campus Greenhouse Gas Emissions

2020
2025

2050



The 

iCAP 

Portal

“Wow! The iCAP Portal is so cool! It’s so useful 

and informative!” – Anonymous 

icap.sustainability.illinois.edu



iCAP Process and Teams



Sustainability Working Advisory Teams

Topics
• Energy

• Land and Water

• Transportation

• Zero Waste

• Education 

• Resilience 

• Engagement (new!) 

Members
• Students

• Faculty

• Staff

Ex-officio 
• Student Clerks

• Consultants



What can you do?



What can you do to make our campus more sustainable? 

Get Involved – and Tell a Friend!

• Green Office/Green Chapter Certification 

• Sign up for the iSEE newsletter 

• Read the iCAP 2020

• Join an SSC Working Group

• Join a sustainability RSO

• Do sustainability research

• Check out the iCAP Portal

• Use the Bin Pledge

• Watch our Sustainability Training Videos

https://sustainability.illinois.edu/green-certifications/certified-green-events/
https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/5031776
https://sustainability.illinois.edu/campus-sustainability/icap/swateams/zero-waste-swateam/
https://ssc.sustainability.illinois.edu/?page_id=270
https://ssc.sustainability.illinois.edu/?page_id=270
https://ssc.sustainability.illinois.edu/?page_id=270
https://icap.sustainability.illinois.edu/project/sustainability-working-advisory-teams-swateams
https://forms.illinois.edu/sec/1269272?referrer=https://webtools.illinois.edu/20191107091953.action?componentId=7
https://sustainability.illinois.edu/campus-sustainability/sustainability-training-videos/


Certified Greener 
Campus Programs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EICzUtFY5bM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EICzUtFY5bM
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https://go.fs.illinois.edu/binpledges

#UseTheBin

https://go.fs.illinois.edu/binpledges


What can you do?
• Get involved 
• Show up, lead by example
• Talk about it
• Reach out if you have an idea, notice a problem, or if 

something stands out to you 

We are in this together!



Local Volunteer Opportunities
• Eco Justice Collaborative
• CU Solidarity Gardens
• Prairie Rivers Network
• Prairie Chapter of the Sierra Club
• Faith in Place
• Champaign County Health Care Consumers
• Champaign County Climate Coalition lead by Urbana Parks
• Champaign County Forest Preserve District
• Citizens Utility Board
• Learn about the Climate & Equitable Jobs Act in Illinois
• Sustainability Advisory Commission Urbana



Thank you!
Questions? 


