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About Me

• Ph.D. student in Civil Engineering at UIUC
Ø Focusing on Sustainable and Resilient Infrastructure Systems
Ø M.S. in Civil Engineering in the area of Energy-Water-

Environment Sustainability 
Ø B.E. in Civil Engineering from the American University of Beirut 

in Lebanon

• Graduate Educational Intern in the Education & Outreach 
Team at iSEE
Ø Organizing the Environmental Leadership Program (ELP)
Ø Coordinating two Critical Conversation forums on climate 

(in)securities and climate-smarter commodities
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Community Design for Climate Change – Dr. Alan Plattus
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dppzdFBQVY
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Increasing natural disasters are putting cities at risk
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(United Nations, 2021)



I N S T I T U T E  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y ,  E N E R G Y ,  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  ( i S E E ) s u s t a i n a b i l i t y . I l l i n o i s . e d u

Increasing natural disasters are putting cities at risk (cont.)

4

(United Nations, 2018)
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Increasing natural disasters are putting cities at risk (cont.)
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(UNDRR, 2013)



I N S T I T U T E  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y ,  E N E R G Y ,  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  ( i S E E ) s u s t a i n a b i l i t y . I l l i n o i s . e d u

Exposure and vulnerability to natural disasters for world's cities
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Location of cities by population size and level of exposure to natural disaster in 2018

(United Nations, 2018)
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Exposure and vulnerability to natural disasters for world's cities (cont.)
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Location of cities by population size and level of vulnerability to disaster-related mortality in 2018

(United Nations, 2018)
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Exposure and vulnerability to natural disasters for world's cities (cont.)
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Location of cities by population size and level of vulnerability to disaster-related economic losses in 2018

(United Nations, 2018)
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Natural disasters are also impacting agricultural areas
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(FAO, 2015)



I N S T I T U T E  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y ,  E N E R G Y ,  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  ( i S E E ) s u s t a i n a b i l i t y . I l l i n o i s . e d u

Resilience at UIUC
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• The Resilience Team was formed in 2019 following a 
joint climate resilience proclamation from the University 
of Illinois and the cities of Urbana and Champaign

• It is tasked to coordinate with the other iCAP Topical 
Teams (Education, Energy, Zero Waste, etc.) to develop 
recommendations for the iCAP Working Group and the 
cities of Urbana and Champaign

• This Team aims to bring campus and the greater 
community together to tackle vulnerabilities to extreme 
weather and climate change

(iSEE, 2020)
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Discussion
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• Which environmental hazards or climate-related insecurities are you most concerned 
about in the near future and why?

• How do you think these events affect different communities in cities?

• What are some of the needed strategies to increase community resilience in the face 
of natural hazards on a local, state, and national level?

• Are there some actions you plan to take to improve the resilience of communities in 
your area?



Thank you! 
Questions?


