
Mahomet Lots  
21st century version of The Morrow Plots 
aka…the Parking Plots for toMorrow 

Proposal to Student Sustainability Committee  
submitted September 21, 2016 
presented October 4, 2016 

Initiated by Mary Pat McGuire, RLA, Assistant Professor in Landscape Architecture 
Collaborators:  
Keith Erickson, Associate Director of Utilities and Energy, Facilities & Services, Member of the iCAP Water & Stormwater SWATteam, UIUC 
Eliana Brown, Stormwater Specialist, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant 
Forthcoming:  
Collaboration with parking facilities, and  
Faculty in environmental economics, civil engineering, environmental psychology, graphics design



Parking Plots for toMorrow  



Image: http://www.healthcareconsumers.org/images/mahomet_aquifer_Map_DM.jpg

University of Illinois depends on this Aquifer. 
And it is the Sole Source of drinking water for many counties in Central Illinois. 



Water going to the wrong place. 

U n d e r g r o u n d 

W
at

er
 w

ith
dr

aw
n 

fro
m

 A
qu

ife
r

Campus use Treatment Plant

Gulf of Mexico

Used water sent to 
Sent downstream

www.healthcareconsumers.org/images/mahomet_aquifer_Map_DM.jpg

Image: Illinois Geologic Survey, http://www.isgs.illinois.edu/achievements/september/map-geologic-cross-sections-across-mahomet-bedrock-valley-now-available
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Water going to the right place, captured and used….
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Permeable pavement captures/infiltrates stormwater
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Water going to the right place, and eventually….recycled
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University of Illinois drains stormwater away from the Aquifer. 

87.47 acres = 90M gal/annual run-off,  
from parking lots alone, in the northern campus

Image: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Campus Stormwater : An Assessment and Evaluations of Strategies for High-Performance Landscape Design and Management,  
by D. Scott Douglas, MLA 2016, Advisor: Mary Pat McGuire, RLA 

Parking Lots are a good target Surface because: 
They drain directly to sewers 
They are for low-speed traffic 
They can be transformed to multifunctional uses



Stormwater is a key sustainability item for our campus. 



Mahomet Lots : beginning the water paradigm shift on campus

Schedule 

Spring 2017 : Kick-off Student Seminar “Re-Thinking A Lot” a landscape architecture course, open to all students 
The SSC budget supports field visits, engagement with materials manufacturers, design/constructability 
consultant, graduate research assistance, design supplies, and exhibition materials 
The spring course would generate a proposal for 1 Mahomet Lot. 

Summer 2017 : Bidding, permitting, coordination, led by F & S 

Fall 2017 : Construction (note this take place Spring 2018), led by F & S 

Summer 2018 - beyond : Observation, monitoring, testing : a new space for the campus, multiple partners 

This project is seen as an investment in a paradigm shift for the campus.  
This first lot will generate ideas, education, and momentum for future parking lots. 
Unlike The Morrow Plots (a single plot), The Mahomet Lots would expand over time.  
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