[image: ]	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Update the Illinois logo
UIUCU of I Environmentally Preferable Procurement (EPP) Guide 	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: An additional resource: Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: In addition to the document focusing on materials that contain post-consumer recycled content, I think it would be advisable to also include somewhere in this document the preference to source materials that will be locally recyclable through campus or through the state (something the UC system also encourages). End of life considerations. This is especially important for all of the items that won't/can't be reused for many years.

Through the Illinois Procurement Code, 30 ILCS 500/45-26, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUCU of IU of I) is obligated to contract for supplies and services that are environmentally preferrablepreferable, unless contracting for an environmentally preferable supply or service would impose an undue economic or practical hardship on the contracting State agency, or if an environmentally preferable supply or service cannot be used to meet the requirements of the department. 	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Use "U of I" instead of UIUC. Steve Breitwieser (F&S CRC) had mentioned that there is conflicting information for the use of UIUC in official documents, so it is better to stick with U of I. 

By establishing this EPP Guide, UIUCU of I will bring recycling full circuit through the purchasing of products that contain recycled content; it will stimulate markets for the recyclables it collects. With this guide, UIUCU of I and its departments are committed to purchasing products that are made of recycled materials when they are available at reasonable prices. Specifications for contracts, at the discretion of the requesting department, may include a price preference of up to 10% for environmentally preferable supplies and/or services.	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Does this "it" mean the university?

Definitions:

· "Supplies" means all personal property, including but not limited to equipment, materials, printing, and insurance, and the financing of those supplies.

· "Services" means the furnishing of labor, time, or effort by a contractor, not involving the delivery of a specific end product other than reports or supplies that are incidental to the required performance.

· "Environmentally preferable supplies" means supplies that are less harmful to the natural environment and human health than substantially similar supplies for the same purpose. Attributes of environmentally preferable supplies include, but are not limited to, the following:

· made of recycled materials, to the maximum extent feasible;
· sustainably produced resources/materials which reduces our carbon footprint, or products that can produce sustainable products using renewable or waste resources	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: For example, waste to oil or biologically produced bricks/pavers or other sustainably produced materials for construction or general use.
· not containing, emitting, or producing toxic substances;
· constituted so as to minimize the production of waste; and
· constituted so as to conserve energy and water resources over the course of production, transport, intended use, and disposal.	Comment by Sydney Trimble: I am a bit confused on the meaning of this word and the context of the sentence. May want to reword it to make it clearer
· "Environmentally preferable services" means services that are less harmful to the natural environment and human health than substantially similar services for the same purpose. Attributes of "environmentally preferable services" include, but are not limited to, the following:
· use of supplies made of recycled materials, to the maximum extent feasible;
· use of supplies that do not contain, emit, or produce toxic substances;
· employment of methods that minimize the production of waste; and
· employment of methods that conserve energy and water resources or use energy and water resources more efficiently than substantially similar methods.
· “Recycled Content” means the total percentage of recovered material in a product, including pre-consumer and postconsumer materials. 
· “Total Recycled Content Percent” means total percent of post-consumer and/or pre-consumer recycled content in a product.
· “Virgin materials” means materials that have no recycled content. 


UIUCU of I departments shall, at a minimum, observe the following requirements.	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: I don’t see anything about:

 food-service products (foodware), e.g., plates, cups, utensils, containers. We should provide guidance as far as recycled content, reusability, perhaps biodegradable?, or at least discourage Styrofoam

 Lighting: we should be pushing LEDs when possible

Cleaning and janitorial products – what are the recognized certifications? non-toxic?

	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: Adding on to Jen's comment about food-service products, UC system includes "foodware accessory items" that goes a step further and considers napkins, cup lids, cup sleeves, beverage trays, condiment containers, stirrers, and toothpicks. Big Ten schools have made comments that condiment packaging is a form of waste that continues to linger on campuses when left unaddressed. Not a low-hanging fruit but something to have on the radar.	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: The iCAP zero waste team had recommendations to also include the sourcing of the food itself, "Give preference in purchasing decisions to food and food products that are locally sourced, with at least 35% of dining hall operations supplied by local food sources." Sourcing local food is a primary zero waste iCAP objective by FY30.

Paper products	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: Could be expended:
Paper procured must be certified to meet sustainability standards of one or more of the following: Forest Stewardship Council, Chlorine Free Products Association, Sustainable Forestry Initiative.
All paper products, including computer paper, copier paper, stationary, envelopes, folders, towels, napkins, toilet paper, etc.) will contain total recycled content of no less than 30%.	Comment by Sydney Trimble: Floating parenthesis 	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: I usually see this as “post-consumer waste content” to distinguish from other recycled materials.	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: janitorial supplies should have higher standard – 100% PCWC

Office supplies	Comment by Sydney Trimble: Could also include the statute for soybean oil-based ink & vegetable oil-based ink	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: I agree with Syd. We should push for soy-based toners rather than oil-based. Also, remanufactured and high-yield cartridges
Binders, calendars, folders, letter openers, pens and pencils, rulers, etc. should contain recycled content.	Comment by Sydney Trimble: Should “to the maximum extent feasible” be added to anything that should contain recycled content?

Office electronics
Computers of all types, servers, monitors, cellphones, imaging, printing and copying equipment and televisions shall have secured, at a minimum, an EPEAT bronze rating.

Clothing
Shirts, pants, uniforms, and safety vests when made from polyester or other synthetic fiber – should contain recycled content.

Furniture 
Indoor and outdoor furniture that is metal or plastic should have recycled content, or be remanufactured.	Comment by Sydney Trimble: How does this work in UIUC context? Does it get sent to Surplus or what is the first step to getting supplies remanufactured?

Lumber	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: also SFI or FSC certified: https://forests.org/

When appropriate, use plastic lumber with recycled content, such as for decking, fence posts, picnic tables, park benches, furniture, and piers

Plastic bags
Plastic bags for trash and recycling must have a minimum recycled content no less than 10%.

Trash & Recycling Containers
Trash and recycling roll-off containers, indoor collection containers and receptacles should have recycled content.

Vehicles	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Consider the purchase EVs or CNG or vehicles that can operate on renewable or biofuels.	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: Shawn Patterson (Transportation) adds: "I think this is a good approach. As long as it is not required and only in the terms “if possible”
Issues:
1. Not all re-refined oil is acceptable/ usually more expensive. Plus it can void warranties for some things. Generators for example
2. Remanufactured parts can be more costly/unreliable (we do a majority of reman for larger electronics). We do look at junk yards when applicable
3. We use retread tires but this is all dependent of vehicle and needs. We cannot do these for steer tires as it is illegal for CDL vehicles over the road."
Use re-refined oil, recycled antifreeze, recycled and remanufactured auto parts, and retread tires

Building materials	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: Where possible, it would be advisable for construction projects to consider the end of life of the building materials they purchase, especially for materials often challenging to recycle, like carpet. A LEED construction/demolition project will have the PM recording the diversion rate of the project. Procurement that mindfully considers end of life will make a good diversion rate much easier to achieve.
Insulation, carpet, tiles, steel framing, plastic partitions, pallets, paint, roofing shingles, and counter tops should have recycled content.	Comment by Fraterrigo, Jennifer M: minimum of 10%?

Construction & Traffic Control	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Consider the use of recycled glass, recycled ash, recycled asphalt, among other things.

Consider the use of biologically produced bricks/pavers/tiles for construction/art/aesthetical walls or similar construction work. Example of a company (Biomason, Inc.) that produces bricks/pavers/tiles using biological methods in lab setting. I have had multiple discussions with them over the past few years. Brent Lewis, Stacey DeLorenzo, and Morgan White are also aware of this company and their product. https://biomason.com/	Comment by Prasad, Sarthak: Consider using solar powered traffic control systems
Drainage pipes – plastic containing recycled content certified to AASHTO M294 Standard.

Concrete, asphalt, traffic cones, parking stops, traffic signs, and anything made from plastic should have recycled content.

The EPA Guidelines list standards for 61 product categories. 



Departments are also strongly advised to be mindful of other environmentally conscious practices. Some of these practices include:	Comment by Sydney Trimble: The Zero waste iCAP team came up with some practices when revising the CAM doc that could fit in here. See our shared Box drive	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: The practices the iCAP team came up with (not addressed in this document) are as follows:
1. Purchase and source plastic and plastic products that are durable/reusable, compostable, or containing post-consumer recylcled content.
2. Give preference in purchasing decisions to plastic and plastic products with bio-based or post-consumer recycled content verified by an independent, third-party organization such as BPI or an equivalent certification system.
3. Give preference in purchasing decisions to paper and plastic products that also contain other recovered materials or rapidly renewable products (e.g. post-consumer recycled content, agricultural residues, bamboo) after maximizing post-consumer recycled content.
4. Give preference in purchasing decisions to food and food products that are locally sourced, with at least 35% of dining hall operations supplied by local food sources.	Comment by Hulse, Daphne Lauren: UC system has a best practice of "incentivizing consolidated deliveries whenever feasible (e.g. deliveries only on certain days of the weeks or reduced pricing for consolidated shipping)" and document how this consolidation impacts the carbon footprint of both the supplier and the school. Not a low-hanging fruit but something to consider concerning the commitment to be carbon neutral by 2050.
· When using the “Shop” simple search in iBuy, consider filtering by product flag (green or recycled). See Exhibit 1 for example.
· When shopping a catalog vendor in iBuy, many of our vendors offer green, recycled, or other similar sustainability designation. See Exhibit 2 for example.
· Purchasing products that are environmentally preferable, such as products that come from sustainably managed forests.
· When possible, offices within the same building can collaborate on purchasing orders to minimize packaging and reduce energy consumption.
· Each department can implement paper reduction strategies through setting double sided printing as a default, sharing and circulating materials, the use of electronic mail and newsletters, and the reuse of discarded paper for drafts, scrap paper, or internal messages.
· When refurnishing an office, consider buying 



Exhibit 1:
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Exhibit 2: 
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