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Instructions:
NOTE: To remain eligible for SSC funding after the Step 1 application, the SSC strongly suggests that project leads present their proposed 
projects at a working group meeting BEFORE submitting their Step 2 application. If you have not attended a working group meeting, please 
do so and then continue the Step 2 application.

Linked below is our calendar with all of our working group meetings
https://studentengagement.illinois.edu/student-sustainability/ssc/calendar/ 

If you have any questions about the application process, please contact the SSC at Sustainability-Committee@illinois.edu.

Energy + Transportation & Infrastructure

Food & Waste + Land, Air, & Water

Education & Justice

Please select the working group meeting at which you presented.  * 1.

Date of Working Group Presentation: * 2.

4/30/2024

Project Name: * 3.

Precious Plastics UIUC Recycling Station

Total Funding Requested from the SSC: * 4.

$48,961.99

Project Lead Full Name: * 5.

Nicholas Puddicombe

Project Lead Department: * 6.

Siebel Center for Design

Project Lead University Email Address: * 7.

puddicom@illinois.edu

Yes

No

Are you a student? (NOTE: All student-led projects must have a faculty/staff advisor. * 8.
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Education & Justice

Energy

Food & Waste 

Land, Air & Water 

Transportation & Infrastructure 

Project Category: * 9.

Project Abstract: 
In 200 words describe the project * 

10.

We will create a plastics recycling hub at Siebel Center for Design (SCD) that focuses on collecting and recycling plastic waste from laser cut acrylics and 3D printing filament. SCD will house, support, and fund the
ongoing operation of the recycling center as a core part of the Maker Network and our sustainability efforts. This project will kick-start the recycling center with new equipment, and labor to set up and test the
system and develop processes.

Project Team Member List (Student projects must include their faculty/staff advisor's info)
Project Lead

Full Name: * 11.

Nicholas Puddicombe

Department: * 12.

Siebel Center for Design

University Email Address: * 13.

puddicom@illinois.edu

Yes

No

Do you have a faculty/staff advisor? * 14.

Project Team Member List (Student projects must include their faculty/staff advisor's info)
Additional Member

Full Name:15.

Neil Pearse

Department:16.

Siebel Center for Design

University Email Address:17.

npearse@illinois.edu
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Yes 

No

Do you have additional members? * 18.

Project Questionnaire

Yes

No

Beyond SSC, do you have other sources contributing funding or support (e.g., staff time, external grants, etc.) to this project? * 19.

Yes

No

Do you have a plan for ongoing funding beyond SSC? (SSC does not guarantee ongoing financial support) * 20.

Yes

No

Have you spoken with anyone in UIUC's Division of Facilities & Services or a facility's site manager (if relevant) regarding project 
feasibility and/or approval? * 

21.

With whom did you speak? * 22.

Nicholas Puddicombe (Facility's Site Manager)

Email address of person with whom you spoke: * 23.

puddicom@illinois.edu

The Plastics Recycling Center at SCD_Nicholas Puddicombe.pptx

Please attach any letters of departmental commitment or support here along with any other supplemental media that will support 
your application (presentations, pictures, etc.).

24.

Project Timeline:
List your project’s timeline and milestones. (NOTE: SSC funding agreements remain active for two years and it is expected that the 
awarded amount will be spent within the award period.) * 

25.

Develop space for the Precious Plastics UIUC equipment at SCD, using the existing loading garage and storage cages 6/5/24 - 8/9/2024 (4 weeks, Summer Intern project)
Order equipment from FilaBot and Precious Plastics 6/14/24 - 7/1/24 (2 weeks to order)
7/1/24 - 10/15/24 (8 weeks for delivery)
Assemble equipment in place 10/15/24-12/5/24 (6 weeks)
Perform test runs using waste from SCD plastics 11/1/24 - 12/5/24 (4 weeks)
Develop and implement training standards for equipment use by staff and students 11/1/24 - 12/5/24 (4 weeks)
Debut and promote recycling station at Maker Network 25, an event produced at SCD that brings campus makers and facility managers together 1/7/25 - 1/15/2025 (1 week)
Develop collection process and sites across campus in collaboration with the Maker Network RSO and facility managers 1/20/25 - 3/14/25 (8 weeks)
Develop a distribution or sales process for returning recycled acrylic sheets and 3D printing filament to facilities that provided them for use by students 3/24/25 - 5/2/25 (8 weeks)
Establish metrics and reporting needs for waste diversion and promotion of the program on and off campus; use data and stories to seek additional contributors, collaborators, or funds to expand the program
6/1/25 - 7/31/25 (8 weeks, Summer Intern project)
Submit a final report on the project that includes details on the recycling center, operations and policies, and metrics on initial use and waste diversion 7/15/25 - 7/31/25 (2 weeks, Summer Intern project)

Student Sustainability Committee Spring 2024 Step 2 Funding Application https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?prevorigin=shell&o...

3 of 5 5/1/2024, 1:17 PM

https://uillinoisedu.sharepoint.com/sites/SSCBoard2021-2022/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B443B7BF3-E921-460A-AFCB-914112E97BA2%7D&file=The%20Plastics%20Recycling%20Center%20at%20SCD_Nicholas%20Puddicombe.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://uillinoisedu.sharepoint.com/sites/SSCBoard2021-2022/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B443B7BF3-E921-460A-AFCB-914112E97BA2%7D&file=The%20Plastics%20Recycling%20Center%20at%20SCD_Nicholas%20Puddicombe.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true




Project's Finance Manager's Department: * 34.

Siebel Center for Design

Project's Finance Manager's  University Email: * 35.

puddicom@illinois.edu

Yes

No

Has your project and/or project team applied for SSC funding previously?  * 36.

Yes

No

Did your project and/or project team receive SSC funding?  * 37.

What is the total amount of SSC funding received to date?  * 38.

$8,000 was given to a previous project led by Neil Pearse, which started with the CU Fab Lab
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