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Semesterly Report

Thank you for your commitment to green initiatives at the University of Illinois. One of the ongoing requirements listed in the terms of the funding agreement for your project is the submission of semesterly reports with key information about your project. In addition to this form, please provide additional financial documentation and/or progress photos if available.
Please be as accurate as possible in describing the project (including possible setbacks or challenges in meeting the initial goals of the project). Not fully meeting your project's goals will not disqualify you from making future funding requests as long as your reports are as complete and accurate as possible.  If you have any questions, please contact the Student Sustainability Committee, at sustainability-committee@illinois.edu. 
Project Name: Illini EV Concept EV3

Date of Report Submission: 6/7/2021

Project Purpose: 
Illini EV Concept proposes creating EV3, the first student built autonomous and energy efficient vehicle in the US. The project will allow students from different majors to get invaluable industry experience in cutting edge technology. In the scope of the project our team is also proposing collecting and recycling old electronics, batteries and PCBs from RSOs on campus to minimize the environmental harm from student-run projects. We are also planning on holding quarterly online video educational sessions to raise awareness of using clean energy, building energy efficient electric cars and development of autonomous vehicles.

Detailed Accounting of Expenditures to Date:
The document with purchases is appended to the email

Project Progress to Date:
This semester was an uphill battle for our team due to a lot of factors. Starting with a delay of receiving the funds due to the MechSE business office confusion, rescheduling and later complete cancellation of the competition and delay of opening of a garage space in Seibel Center for Design for us.  Due to all this factors some of the goals we proposed in the original schedule are slightly behind the schedule. On the electronics side a lot of design work is done, new BMS is in works and new power converters are designed but needs assembly and testing which we were not able to do without proper lab equipment. Software team is slightly behind due to the delays caused by purchasing, however the team works hard, and the basic line detection algorithm is ready and needs further improvements. Mechanical projects are behind due to the limitations of the working space we had; however, a lot of car design work has been started. This summer we are planning on catching up and we hope to be back on track for the fall semester. Unfortunately, due to the lack of in-person communication between other teams we were not able to make that big of a progress on the recycling goal we have but next semester we will try our best to change that.

Student Involvement and Outreach to Date:
This semester most of the work was done online due to the limitations caused by the COVID compliance of the university. The garage space we had allowed only up to 4 people working on a project in a room at a certain period that completely limited our interaction with other student groups on campus. Another big issue was the fact that OpenLab where our electronics meetings were held and where a lot of recruitment of passionate engineers was happening prior to COVID was basically closed for the whole year. Nevertheless, our team still grew and became more diverse. We got both people from engineering and industrial designers. By introducing autonomous driving, our software team gained 8 more members of both undergraduate and graduate status as well as an advisor CS professor Shenlog Wang. We are expecting to have even broader outreach when the fall semester starts, and we are preparing for that. 

Marketing and Promotion Efforts to Date:
Due to the cancellation of the competition our business and marketing strategies unfortunately fell through, and we weren’t able to make a huge progress on that front. However, we still conducted a learning session about the sustainability of electric vehicles, which gave us both a good insight about the presentation itself as well as the weak points and public exposure to the new members that later joined our discord channel.   

Additional Comments:
We are apologizing for submitting the report slightly later than the due date, we were waiting on the business office to provide the list of purchases made from our organization bank accounts 
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